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2010 
 
 

Jacopo Bassano  Italian Mannerist Painter 
(1510 - 1592)  500th anniversary of his birth 
   
Jacopo Bassano was initially educated by his father in the town of Bassano. He later 
studied in Venice where he was taught by various unknown teachers and copied the 
works of Titian.  Bassano executed many engravings in the style of Durer, Raphael, and 
Parmigianino.  He excelled in realist scenes of farm life and nature and used religious 
and philosophical subjects when painting genre scenes and landscapes. Bassano 
established a workshop which his four sons continued after his death. 
 
 
Sandro Botticelli  Italian painter of the Florentine School  
(1445 - 1510)   500th anniversary of his death 
  
Born in Florence as Alessandro di Mariano dei Filipepi, Botticelli was given his 
nickname, “little barrel” by his brother and father figure Giovanni.  Botticelli studied under 
Fra Lippo Lippi from 1458 to 1467.  In 1480, he began working on the Sistine Chapel 
frescoes.   Although his primary subjects were allegorical and mythological 
interpretations, he also painted portraits and illustrated Dante’s Divine Comedy.  Two of 
Botticelli’s most renowned works are The Birth of Venus and Primavera. 
 
 
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio   Italian Painter 
(1571–1610)                                               400th anniversary of his death 
 
Active in Rome, Naples, Malta and Sicily, his intensely emotional realism and dramatic 
use of lighting had a formative influence on the Baroque school of painting. 
  
Trained in Milan, Caravaggio moved to Rome in his early 20s.  Huge churches and 
palazzos were being built in the decades of the late 16th and early 17th centuries and 
paintings were needed to fill them. The Church was searching for authentic religious art 
with which to counter the threat of Protestantism. Caravaggio burst upon the Rome art 
scene in 1600 with the success of his first public commissions, the Martyrdom of Saint 
Matthew and Calling of Saint Matthew. After that he never lacked for commissions or 
patrons, yet he did not handle his success well. In 1606 he killed a young man in a brawl 
and fled from Rome with a price on his head. Two years later In Malta he was involved 
in another brawl, and yet another in Naples in 1609. By the next year, after a relatively 
brief career, he was dead. 
 
Works can be seen in the National Gallery, the Uffizi, and most of the major museums of 
the world. 
 
 
Der Sturm (The Storm)                           German magazine 
Founded 1910                                          100th anniversary 
 
This influential magazine was founded in Berlin by Herwarth Walden.  Originally running 
weekly, and then monthly from 1914, it became a quarterly in 1924 until it ceased 
publication in 1932. 
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Der Sturm consisted of pieces such as expressionistic dramas from Hermann Essig and 
August Stramm, artistic portfolios from Oskar Kokoschka, essays from artists such as 
Wassily Kandinsky and theoretical writings on art from Herwarth Walden himself.  
Postcards were also created featuring the expressionistic, cubist, and abstract art of the 
Blue Rider Group (Franz Marc, Kandinsky, Oskar Kokoschka, August Macke, Gabriele 
Münter, and others).  Der Sturm played a crucial role in the French-German exchange of 
expressionist artists, which led to a special relationship between Berlin and Paris. This 
relationship was renewed after the war despite the hostilities between the two countries 
caused by the fighting. 
 
 
Adam Elsheimer  German painter and draftsman  
(1578 - 1610)  400th anniversary of his death 
   
Adam Elsheimer was born in Germany and grew up with the influence of the local 
painter, Gillis van Coninxloo.  He moved to Rome in 1600 where he abandoned his early 
Mannerist tendencies for a more simplistic approach.  He admired the light and shadow 
technique of creating mood that was popularized by Caravaggio.  Elsheimer painted on 
a small-scale, mostly on copper.  He invented a distinct variety of landscape that served 
as part of the composition not just background.  After making bad business decisions 
and partnering with a rich Dutch etcher, Elsheimer became overwhelmed with his 
misfortune and landed in debtor’s prison where he died in 1610.  
 
 
William Holman Hunt   English painter of the Pre-Raphaelite 
     Brotherhood   
(1827 - 1910)   100th anniversary of his death 
  
Born in London, William Holman Hunt entered the Royal Academy School in 1844 
where he met Rossetti and Millais and together they founded the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood.  Although Hunt’s detailed and symbolist works fit in well with the aims of 
the movement, his religion kept him from becoming absorbed with the London art scene.  
He took a two-year trip through Egypt and the Holy Land, resulting in works showing 
realistic biblical images.   After his wife died during childbirth in 1866, Hunt married her 
sister (which was illegal at the time).  Before his death, he composed his memoirs which 
are now an integral document for the Pre-Raphaelite movement.  
 
 
 
William McTaggart Scottish painter 
(1835 - 1910)   100th anniversary of his death 
  
William McTaggart was the leading Scottish landscape painter of his time.  He was 
nicknamed “The Scottish Impressionist” because of his mastery of atmosphere and light. 
However, the dramatic sense of his work is more closely reminiscent of Constable’s 
paintings.  
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Felix Nadar   French photographer  
(1820 - 1910)   100th anniversary of his death 
   
Felix Nadar was the pseudonym of Gaspard-Felix Tournachon.  He was a caricaturist, 
photographer, journalist and novelist.  He opened his first photography studio in 1854 
where he created portraits of his influential friends and acquaintances that included well-
known writers, artists, politicians, actors, scholars and other celebrities.  His subjects 
included Alexandre Dumas, Sarah Bernhardt, Ernest Shackleton and Alexander III of 
Russia and he photographed Victor Hugo on his deathbed.  He was one of the first 
photographers to use artificial light and this interest in technology led him to build, in 
1863, a huge hot air balloon named Le Géant (The Giant) which inspired Jules Verne’s 
Five Weeks in a Balloon.  Nadar and Jules Verne later founded The Society for the 
Encouragement of Aerial Locomotion by Means of Heavier Than Air Machines. 
 
 
Henri Rousseau  French Post-Impressionist painter   
(1844 - 1910)   100th anniversary of his death 
 
Henri Rousseau spent his life working as a toll collector, a clerk, and a soldier. In 1893, 
he retired and began painting to occupy his time.  Although he was self-taught, his work 
retained a sophisticated sense of colour and unique composition.  In the 1880s, 
Rousseau began to exhibit his paintings but was never completely taken seriously by 
critics and his colleagues.  After his death, Rousseau’s work influenced the Surrealist 
movement.  His works are displayed in many of the world’s major museums including 
the Hermitage, the Getty and New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art, Guggenheim and 
Museum of Modern Art.  One of Rousseau’s most famous works Tiger in a Tropical 
Storm (Surprised!) is on display at the National Gallery, London. 
 
 
Dorothea Tanning  American Surrealist painter 
(1910 -)  100th anniversary of her birth 
 
Dorothea Tanning was born in Galesburg, Illinois in 1910. After studying art in Chicago, 
she moved to New York where she began painting as a professional after meeting a 
group of French surrealist painters.  That group included Max Ernst, whom Tanning 
married in 1946 and very soon the couple settled in France where they lived for many 
years.  After Ernst's death in 1976, Tanning returned to New York where she embarked 
upon a new and ambitious series of paintings, increasing both the scale and the scope 
of her work. In 1999, at the age of 89, Tanning exhibited a new series of paintings at the 
Boston University art gallery and in 2001 her work was included in the Surrealism: 
Desire Unbound exhibition which showed at the Tate Modern, London and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.  In addition to her activities as a painter, 
printmaker, and sculptor, Tanning has designed sets and costumes for ballet and 
theatre in New York, London and Paris. Her Hotel du Pavot, an installation in cloth 
sculpture, is in the permanent collection of the Beaubourg Museum in Paris.  
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Diego Velázquez  Spanish painter  
(1599 - 1660)  400th anniversary of his death 
  
Born into a prominent family as Diego Rodriguez de Silva y Velázquez, he originally 
studied philosophy and language to become a lawyer like his father.  However, his talent 
for drawing encouraged his career in art and he studied under Herrera and Pacheco. 
After marrying the latter's daughter in 1618, Velázquez moved to Madrid and abandoned 
his subdued domestic subjects for a more colour palette that he applied to portraiture. 
He was the leading court painter for the Spanish nobility and his works were the subject 
of a major National Gallery exhibition in 2006. 
 
 
Johan Zoffany   German painter 
(1733 - 1810)   200th anniversary of his death 
 
Born as Johannes Josephus Zauffaly in Germany, he was first apprenticed as a pupil of 
Francesco Solimena before travelling to Italy and adopting the Rococo style.  In 1761, 
he moved to England and began painting small group scenes.  He was commissioned 
by various patrons to paint scenes of actors on stage that were later engraved in 
mezzotint.  King George III was a patron of Zoffany, and nominated him to the Royal 
Academy in 1769.    
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2011 
 

KING JAMES BIBLE   
(1611) 

The Authorized King James Version is an English translation of the Christian Bible 
begun in 1604 and first published in 1611 by the Church of England. In January 1604, 
King James I of England convened the Hampton Court Conference where a new English 
version was conceived.  The translation was by 47 scholars, all of whom were members 
of the Church of England.  

By the first half of the 18th Century, the Authorized Version was effectively unchallenged 
as the sole English translation in current use in Protestant churches. Over the course of 
the 18th Century, the Authorized Version supplanted the Latin Vulgate as the standard 
version of scripture for English speaking scholars. 

 
LOUISE BOURGEOIS     Sculptor famous for her giant spiders 
(1911 - )        100th anniversary of her birth 
 
Born in France, Bourgeois trained at the Ecole de Louvre and Academie des Beaux-
Arts. She emigrated to the US in 1938 and worked as an engraver and painter but in the 
1940s turned to sculpture and has since worked in many materials, modelling and 
carving and creating installations.  She was greatly influenced by Surrealist artists who 
immigrated from Europe to the US after the Second World War.  Her childhood is a 
dominant theme in her work. The French pavilion at the Venice Biennale hosted a major 
solo exhibition of her work in 1992 and Tate Modern staged one in 2007.  Bourgeois 
was the first artist commissioned to fill the Turbine Hall at the Tate Modern, in 1999, and 
her installation included one of the giant spiders for which she has become well-known.  
Bourgeois’s work can be seen in collections of major museums throughout the world. 
 
 
CAMDEN TOWN GROUP  
(1911 is the centenary of the group’s formation) 
  
A group of young artists, followers of Walter Sickert, which was based in Bloomsbury. 
The group’s members included Gore, Ginner, Augustus John, Gilman, Wyndham Lewis, 
Robert Bevan, Lucien Pissarro, Henry Lamb, and Walter Sickert himself. Very different 
in their styles and aims but united in a dislike of romantic idealisation, the group looked 
clearly and precisely at people and things in everyday life.  They gave colour a much 
more important role than it had previously had in British art. They held several large 
exhibitions and there was a recent retrospective at Somerset House.  Individual works 
are easy to see in galleries nationwide. 
 
 
 
 
FRANCIS DANBY Painter, member of the Bristol School  
(1793 – 1861)   150th anniversary of his death 
 
Irish-born painter who worked in Bristol, Exmouth and London. Bristol in the early 19th 
century had a significant school of painting and Francis Danby was the most important 
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and influential of these artists, producing narrative, maritime and imaginary landscape 
paintings of great distinction.  Other artists in the School included Samuel Jackson, 
Nicholas Pocock, Rolinda Sharples and Edward Bird. In 1825, Sir Thomas Lawrence 
purchased Danby’s Sunset at Sea after a Storm. Danby was forced to live abroad for 
some time as his financial affairs were chaotic, but he returned to Britain to spend his 
last years in Exmouth. 
 
 
JEAN DUVET  Goldsmith and metal worker  
(1485 – 1561)   450th anniversary of his death 
 
Goldsmith and Master of the Dijon Guild, Duvet was born in Dijon but worked mostly in 
Langres as a designer of medals, fortifications and royal gateways.  Sadly, none of his 
metalwork survives.  He was also an engraver and his most famous work, 24 Prints of 
The Apocalypse, was published in Lyon in the year of his death. 
 
 
JOHN DUNCAN FERGUSSON Scottish Colourist 
(1874 – 1961)     50th anniversary of his death 
 
Born in Leith, Edinburgh, Fergusson gave up medical studies to become a painter.  He 
was a war artist during the First World War, producing a series of paintings of 
Portsmouth docks. With Samuel Peploe, Leslie Hunter and Francis Cadell, Fergusson 
formed the Scottish Colourists, a group which introduced the intense colour of the 
French Fauve movement into Britain. Works can be seen at the JD Fergusson Gallery in 
Perth, in many other Scottish art galleries and also the Tate Galleries. 
 
 
JOANNES FYT    Flemish animal painter and etcher 
(1611 – 1661)    400th anniversary of his birth 
 
Influential Flemish animal painter and etcher famous for depictions of trophies of the 
hunt. He was the most important assistant and apprentice of Frans Snyders, but later 
turned from the Baroque manner of Snyders to a more contemplative mode. Work can 
be seen at the National Gallery, London. 
 
 
MARCUS GHEERAERTS, THE YOUNGER     Court Painter  
(1561 – 1635)         450th anniversary of his birth 
 
Leading artist of the Elizabethan and Jacobean court, painting formal ‘heraldic’ costume 
pieces among them the famous ‘Ditchling’ portrait of Elizabeth I (National Portrait 
Gallery, London).  Also painted a portrait of Anne of Denmark which is at Woburn 
Abbey.  Tate Britain held an exhibition of his work in 2002. 
 
 
RENATO GUTTUSO   Italian painter and set-designer 
(1911 – 1987)    100th anniversary of his birth 
 
An Italian painter from Sicily, he used his art to protest against Fascism and to make 
Communist statements on Italian issues. Worked largely in a realistic manner; generally 
his paintings are energetic and incisive. Guttuso also designed for the theatre (including 
sets and costumes for Histoire du Soldat, Rome, 1940) and illustrated books.   
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[Compare with Mario Sironi, who also has an anniversary in 2011] 
 
 
JOSEF HERMAN  Painter of working-class life 
(1911 – 2000)    100th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born in Warsaw, in 1938 moved to Brussels, and was influenced by the Belgian 
expressionists. In 1940 he moved to Glasgow and in 1944 to a Welsh mining village.  
His studies of miners and their families developed his technique and his expressionist 
powers and made him one of the most discussed artists of the 1950s.  Herman's range 
is broad: still life and portraits mingle with working people and the mother and child 
motif, and with an abiding passion for landscape and townscape. 
 
 
ROGER HILTON  St Ives School painter 
(1911 – 1975)   100th anniversary of his birth 
 
His career began as a figurative artist, yet in the 1950’s he became involved in the most 
important school of British abstraction, which emerged from St Ives, Cornwall. Along 
with Hilton, the St Ives School included the artists Ben Nicholson, Peter Lanyon, Patrick 
Heron, Barbara Hepworth and Terry Frost. 
 
Hilton’s painting went in and out of figuration and abstraction during his later years in 
the 1970s, when he produced a well-documented period of work that is known for its 
colourful, fresh qualities alongside its humour, rudeness and poignancy of an artist 
struggling with deteriorating health. 
 
A major retrospective of Roger Hilton was exhibited at the Hayward Gallery, London, in 
1993, followed by a drawing survey at the Tate Gallery St Ives in 1997. His work is in 
numerous international public collections including the Tate Gallery, the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the British Museum, and the Fogg Art Gallery at Harvard. 
 
 
ROBERTO MATTA ECHAURREN       Surrealist painter  
(1911 - 2002)      100th anniversary of his birth 
 
Usually known as Matta, he was one of Chile's best-known painters and a seminal figure 
in 20th century art.  Born in Santiago, he left for Europe where he travelled widely before 
settling in Paris in 1933.  During his time there he met artists such as René Magritte, 
Salvador Dalí, André Breton and Le Corbusier.  Breton introduced him to the leading 
members of the Paris Surrealist movement such as Pablo Picasso and Marcel 
Duchamp, and invited him to join the movement. At the outbreak of the second world 
war, an influential group of surrealists, including Matta, Max Ernst, André Masson, 
Wilfredo Lam and Yves Tanguy, found refuge in the United States and Matta remained 
there until 1948. 
 
During the 1940s and 1950s, the disturbing state of world politics found reflection in 
Matta's work, with the canvases becoming busy with images of electrical machinery and 
distressed figures.  He described his works as "psychological morphologies”.  
Throughout his life, Matta worked with many different types of media, including ceramic, 
tapestry, photography and video production.  
 
Matta’s work can be seen at Tate Modern.  His work divided the critics: Clement 
Greenberg called him “the prince of comic-strippers", while the poet and surrealist 
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Patrick Waldberg, wrote: "And finally, there was Matta ... whose equal surrealism was 
never to find again". 
 
Matta was the father of the artist Gordon Matta-Clark (1943-78), whose interest was in 
the built structures of the urban environment. 
 
 
ANNA MARY ROBERTSON MOSES (‘Grandma Moses’) 
American folk artist 
(1860 – 1961)   50th anniversary of her death 
 
A farmer and homemaker from upstate New York who became one of the most 
respected folk artists of the pre-World War II period, Moses (1860-1961) first came to 
public attention in 1940, at the age of 80, as part of a general burst of appreciation for 
self-taught art.  She combined local lore, memory, and observation, to craft a unique folk 
idiom.  Moses never received formal training in art and did not begin to paint until she 
was in her late seventies.  Her earliest works were embroidery, but when arthritis made 
it painful for her to use a needle, she turned to painting at the suggestion of her sister.  
 
Moses was primarily a landscape painter. She was an acute observer of the nuances of 
season, weather, and time of day.  When Moses died in 1961 at the age of 101, she had 
completed more than 1600 works of art over a 20-year career. She had also become a 
marketing phenomenon, with greeting cards by the millions, best-selling books, and 
everything from fabric to collector plates, that brought her into more American homes 
than almost any other artist.  
 
 
LEONID PASTERNAK  Russian Impressionist painter 
(1861 – 1945)    150th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born in Odessa, he studied at Moscow University, first at the Medical Department, then 
at the Department of Law.  Eventually he decided to devote his life to art and entered 
the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Munich from which he graduated in 1887. He 
returned to Russia, and in 1889 started a career as a full-time painter. 
 
His first exhibited painting was bought by Pavel Tretyakov, the most important art 
sponsor in Russia of the time. He soon became a popular painter, a member of the so 
called Polenov circle, that included Valentin Serov, Isaac Levitan, Mikhail Nesterov, 
Konstantin Korovin.  In 1889 he married the pianist Rosa Kaufman, and the same year 
settled in Moscow. The first born (1890) among the four children the couple had is the 
author and poet Boris Pasternak. 
 
Leonid Pasternak was one of the first Russian painters who labelled himself an 
Impressionist. He was a friend of Leo Tolstoy, illustrating his novels War and Peace and 
Resurrection.  In 1938, he took refuge from the Nazis and emigrated to Great Britain. He 
died in Oxford on 31 May 1945. 
 
 
FREDERIC REMINGTON  Artist of the American West 
(1861 – 1909)     150th anniversary of his birth 
 
The art of Frederic Remington defined the American West during his lifetime and played 
a major role in creating the popular image of the West that persists today. In both 
painting and sculpture, he portrayed the action and drama of the West. His subjects - 
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the military, the cowboy and the American Indian - centred on conflict. He was just 48 
years old when he died but during his short life he produced more than 3,000 drawings 
and paintings, and 22 bronze sculptures. 
 
The Whitney Gallery of America Art in New York has a comprehensive reconstruction of 
Remington's magnificent studio.  

 
 

MARIO SIRONI  Modernist painter, sculptor & designer 
(1885 – 1961)   50th anniversary of his death 
 
Italian Modernist artist born in Sardinia, he lived in Rome and Milan. He was active as a 
painter, sculptor, illustrator, and designer. His vision was always sombre and dramatic, 
characterized by blocky forms, stark oppositions of light and shadow, and a generally 
pessimistic air. 
 
A supporter of Mussolini, he contributed a large number of cartoons—over 1700 in all—
to the Fascist newspapers.  As an artist closely identified with Fascism, his reputation 
declined dramatically in the post-World War II period. The paintings of his later years 
sometimes approach abstraction, resembling assemblages of archaeological fragments, 
or juxtaposed sketches.  
 
[Compare with Renato Guttuso, who also has an anniversary in 2011] 
 
 
GIORGIO VASARI Painter and architect for the Medici family 
(1511 – 1574)   500th anniversary of his birth 
 
Vasari was born in Arezzo, Tuscany, and was sent to Florence at the age of sixteen to 
continue his education.  He was befriended by Michelangelo whose painting style would 
influence his own.  Vasari's own Mannerist paintings were more admired in his lifetime 
than afterwards.  He was consistently employed by patrons in the Medici family in 
Florence and Rome, and he also worked in Naples and Arezzo.  Many of his pictures 
still exist.  As an architect, Vasari was perhaps more successful than as a painter, 
working both in Florence and Rome. 
 
Vasari enjoyed a high reputation during his lifetime and amassed a considerable fortune. 
In 1547, he built himself a fine house in Arezzo (now a museum honoring him), and 
spent much labour in decorating its walls and vaults with paintings.  He is famous today 
for writing biographies of Italian artists, considered the ideological foundation of art-
historical writing. 
 
 
VICTORIA MEMORIAL  
1911 
 
Completed in 1911, this magnificent work was by the sculptor, Sir Thomas Brock. 
The large statue of Queen Victoria faces north-eastwards towards The Mall. The other 
sides of the monument feature dark patinated bronze statues of the Angel of Justice 
(facing north-westwards toward Green Park), the Angel of Truth (facing south-
eastwards) and Charity facing Buckingham Palace. On the pinnacle, is Victory with two 
seated figures. The subsidiary figures were gifted by the people of New Zealand. 
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OTHER ARTISTS WITH ANNIVERSARIES IN 2011 

 
Bartolomeo Ammanati  (1511-1592) Florentine architect and sculptor 
 
Spinello Aretino  (1373 – 1411) Italian painter 
 
Jaime Baco    (1413 – 1461) Spanish painter 
 
Jean Bérain   (1640 – 1711) Draughtsman, painter & engraver  
 
George Caleb Bingham (1811 – 1879) American Realist painter 
 
Lancelot Blondeel  (1498 – 1561) Flemish Northern Renaissance painter 
 
Mather Brown                     (1761 – 1831) American portrait and historical painter 
 
Louis-Leopold Boilly  (1761 – 1845) French Painter and Printmaker 
 
Mikolojus Konstantus Ciurlionis (1875 – 1911) Lithuanian painter and composer 
 
Pieter Claesz   (1597 – 1661) Dutch still life painter 
 
Antoine Coypel  (1661 – 1722) French Baroque painter 
 
Nathaniel Dance  (1735 – 1811) English portrait painter 
 
Alexandre-Francois Desportes (1661 – 1740) French animal painter 
 
Arthur Devis   (1711 – 1787) English portrait painter 
 
Toussaint Dubreuil  (1561 – 1602) French painter 
 
Charles Alphonse Du Fresnoy (1611 – 1668) French painter and writer on art 
 
Baldassare Franceschino  (1611 – 1689) Also called Volterrano.  Florentine 
    painter 
 
John Graham  (1881 – 1961) born Ivan Dabrowsky. Russian– 
    American painter 
 
Carl Frederick Hill  (1849 – 1911) Swedish landscape painter 
 
Jozef Israéls   (1824 – 1911) Dutch painter 
 
Gerard de Lairesse  (1640 – 1711) Dutch painter 
 
Sebastiano Mazzoni (1611 – 1678) Italian Baroque painter 
 
Lelio Orsi   (1511 – 1587) Italian Renaissance painter 
 
Antonio de Pereda  (1611 – 1678) Spanish Baroque painter 
 
Camillo Procaccini  (1561 – 1629) Italian Mannerist painter 
 
Josef Rippl-Ronai  (1861 – 1927) Hungarian painter; also applied arts 
 
Andrea Sacchi  (1661 – 1599) Italian Baroque painter 
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Johann Matthias Schulenburg (1661 – 1747) German collector and patron 
 
Daniel Seghers  (1590 – 1661) Flemish Baroque painter 
 
Bartholomeus Spranger (1546 – 1611) Flemish mannerist painter 
 
Nadezhda Udaltsova (1886 – 1961) Russian avant-garde artist 
 
Fritz von Uhde  (1848 – 1911) German painter 
 
Willem van de Velde, the Elder (1611 – 1693) Dutch maritime painter 
 
Domenico Veneziano (1410 – 1461) Italian Renaissance painter 
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2012 
 
 
FRANCESCO GUARDI Italian painter 
(1712 – 1793)     300th anniversary of his birth 
 
A cityscape painter, he was born in Venice into a family of lesser nobility from Trentino.  
His father Domenico (born in 1678) and his brothers Niccolò and Gian Antonio were also 
painters, the latter inheriting the family workshop after the father's death in 1716.  They 
probably all contributed as a team to some of the larger commissions later attributed to 
Francesco. 
 
 
GARY HUME  British painter 
(1962 - )    50th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born in Tenterden, Kent, he worked as an assistant film editor before concentrating on 
art. He graduated from Goldsmiths College in 1988 and was part of the Freeze 
exhibition curated by Damien Hirst. 
 
Hume's earliest notable works were his "door paintings", life-size representations of 
hospital doors. Hume's work was included in the 1997 Sensation exhibition.  Hume 
abandoned doors in the early 1990s, turning to paintings in gloss paint on aluminum. 
These often take images from the media, including pictures of celebrities, and childhood 
with animals often depicted. Light is an important feature of Hume’s work. 
 
Hume represented Britain at the 1999 Venice Biennale, where he showed his Water 
series, a number of superimposed line drawings of women. He was nominated for the 
Turner Prize in 1996 and was made a Royal Academician in 2001.  He exhibits often at 
the White Cube Gallery and his work is also on show at Tate Modern. 
 
Hume is renowned for paintings distinguished by a bright palette, reduced imagery and 
flat areas of seductive colour. While Hume's paintings have always emphasised their 
luscious surfaces and simplified forms, many are infused with a melancholic beauty.  
They sell for a quarter of a million pounds each. 
 
 
YVES KLEIN  Painter, noted for his monochromes 
(1928 – 1962)   50th anniversary of his death 
 
Born in Nice, his parents were both painters. Although Klein had painted monochromes 
as early as 1949 and held the first private exhibition of this work in 1950, his first public 
showing was the publication of the Artist's book Yves: Peintures in November 1954. This 
show, displaying orange, yellow, red, pink and blue monochromes, deeply disappointed 
Klein, as people went from painting to painting, linking them together as a sort of 
mosaic. 
 
The next exhibition, featuring 11 identical blue canvases, used ultramarine pigment 
suspended in a synthetic resin 'Rhodopas'. This colour, reminiscent of the lapis lazuli 
used to paint the Madonna's robes in medieval paintings, was to become famous as 
International Klein Blue (IKB).  
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For his next exhibition, Klein removed everything in the gallery space except a large 
cabinet, painted every surface white, and then staged an elaborate entrance procedure 
for the opening night. The gallery's window was painted blue, and a blue curtain was 
hung in the entrance lobby, accompanied by republican guards and blue cocktails. 
Thanks to an enormous publicity drive, 3,000 people were forced to queue up, waiting to 
be let in to an empty room.  
 
Klein's work revolved around a Zen-influenced concept he came to describe as the Void.  
He tried to make his audience experience a state where an idea could simultaneously 
be "felt" as well as "understood". 
 
 
GUSTAV KLIMT  Painter, member of Vienna Secession movement 
(1862 – 1918)  150th anniversary of his birth 
 
An Austrian Symbolist painter and one of the most prominent members of the Vienna 
Secessionist movement. His major works include paintings, murals, sketches, and other 
art objects. Klimt's primary subject was the female body. 
 
Klimt was born Vienna, and in 1876 was enrolled in the Vienna School of Arts and 
Crafts, where he studied until 1883, training as an architectural painter. Klimt began his 
professional career painting interior murals and ceilings in large public buildings.  Klimt 
became one of the founding members and president of the Vienna Secessionists in 
1897.  He remained with the Secession until 1908. The group's goals were to provide 
exhibitions for unconventional young artists, to bring the best foreign artists works to 
Vienna, and to publish its own magazine to showcase members' work.  
 
In 1888, Klimt received the Golden Order of Merit from Emperor Franz Josef I of Austria 
for his contributions to art. In the early 1890s, Klimt met Emilie Flöge, who, 
notwithstanding the artist's relationships with other women, was to be his companion 
until the end of his life. Klimt fathered at least 14 children. Beginning in the late 1890s 
Klimt took annual summer holidays with the Flöge family on the shores of Attersee and 
painted many of his landscapes there.  
 
Klimt's work is distinguished by the gold or coloured decoration.  This can be seen in 
Judith I (1901), and in The Kiss (1907–1908), and especially in Danaë (1907). One of 
the most common themes Klimt utilized was that of the dominant woman, the femme 
fatale.  His mature works are characterized by a rejection of earlier naturalistic styles, 
and make use of symbols or symbolic elements to convey psychological ideas and 
emphasize the "freedom" of art from traditional culture. 
 
Klimt was the subject of a Tate Liverpool exhibition in Summer 2008. 
 
 
GABRIELE MÜNTER Expressionist painter, member of Blue Rider 
    Group 
(1877 – 1962)   50th anniversary of her death 
 
A German expressionist painter who was at the forefront of the Munich avant-garde in 
the early 20th century; she was born in Berlin and showed an interest in art from a 
young age. She was taught privately as at that time the German art academies were 
male-only establishments, and was well-travelled.  She lived in the American Midwest 
for two years (1898-1900) and produced many sketches during this time.  At the age of 
26, Münter attended the progressive Phalanx School in Munich. There she studied 
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sculpture, printmaking and painting and met the School’s director, Wassily Kandinsky.  
Kandinsky, though married, pursued Münter and by the summer of 1903 they were 
secretly engaged, pending his divorce.  The couple remained engaged for fourteen 
years, then Kandinsky, who had never divorced his first wife, abandoned Münter to 
marry another woman.  But though she deeply regretted the relationship, there is little 
doubt that it profoundly affected both Münter’s life and artistic output. 
 
In 1904, Münter and Kandinsky travelled through Europe and met Matisse and 
Rousseau; other friends included Klee and Marc.  In 1911, Marc and Kandinsky founded 
the avant-garde expressionist group known as Der Blaue Reiter (The Blue Rider) group 
which Münter joined.  
 
After the end of her relationship with Kandinsky during the first world war, Münter spent 
much of the 1920s travelling and in the 1930s settled in Germany.  During World War II 
she hid Kandinsky's works and those of other members of the Blue Rider from the 
Nazis. The Nazi regime condemned Münter’s work, like that of her modernist 
contemporaries, as degenerate. Though interested in abstract expressionism, Münter’s 
works are largely figurative.  Her paintings include many powerful landscapes and figure 
studies as well as striking still lifes. 
 
 
PHILLIP JAMES de LOUTHERBOURG   Landscape painter 
(1740 – 1812)      200th anniversary of his death  
 
Born in France, he came to London in 1771.  He was especially known for his paintings 
of landscapes and marine scenes, and in the theatre for his special effects and 
innovative scenery designs; he worked for David Garrick.  Died in Chiswick, West 
London. 
 
 
PIERO DI COSIMO  Painter of religious scenes and frescos 
(1462 – 1521)    550th anniversary of his birth 
 
He was Florentine and long time pupil of Cosimo Rosselli, working as his assistant in 
painting the frescos in the Sistine Chapel (begun 1481). Renowned for his fantastical 
imagination, his work was grounded nonetheless in observation.  Of his mythologies, the 
most poignant perhaps is the erroneously titled Death of Procris (National Gallery, 
London) in which a faun laments the death of a nymph, whilst a hunting dog looks 
dolefully on.  Religious paintings also featured in his output, the most important being his 
Immaculate Conception (Uffizi, Florence).  Although eccentric, he was an extremely 
original artist, and his most celebrated pupil was Andrea del Sarto.  He is thought to 
have died of plague. 
 
 
CARL GUSTAF PILO Painter to the courts of Sweden and Denmark 
(1712 – 1792)   300th anniversary of his birth 
 
He was a Swedish-born artist and painter.  Pilo worked extensively in Denmark as a 
painter to the Danish Court and as professor and director at the Royal Danish Academy 
of Art as well as in his native Sweden. He is most famous for his painting The 
Coronation of Gustaf III which was commissioned by King Gustav III of Sweden.  In 
August 1772, Pilo accepted the Cross of the Knights of the Order of Vasa from Gustaf 
and swore an allegiance to Sweden.  This was not well received in Denmark and Pilo 
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soon lost his position and was forced to flee Denmark by October 1772.  He returned to 
Sweden and remained there until his death twenty years later. 
 
Pilo was named Director of the Swedish Academy in 1777, but first took office in 1780 
when he also received an apartment in Stockholm as part of his directorship at the 
Academy. He lived out his days at the Academy, both engaged in the Academy’s 
business and in painting his masterpiece, the painting of Gustav III’s coronation in 
Stockholm’s Cathedral, which he worked on until the very end. 
 
 
JACKSON POLLACK  Abstract Expressionist painter, noted for 
     his drip paintings 
(1912 – 1956)    100th anniversary of his birth 
 
Paul Jackson Pollock was an influential American painter and a major force in the 
abstract expressionist movement.  He was born in Cody, Wyoming in 1912, the 
youngest of five sons.  In his early life, he experienced Native American culture and in 
1930, moved to New York City, where he studied under Thomas Hart Benton influenced 
by his rhythmic use of paint. 
 
He married another American painter, Lee Krasner in 1945 and they moved to what is 
now known as the Pollock-Krasner House and Studio in Springs on Long Island, New 
York.  He began painting with his canvases laid out on the studio floor, and developed 
what was later called his ‘drip’ technique. Using the drip technique required paint with a 
fluid viscosity so Pollock turned to household paints called alkyd enamels. He used 
hardened brushes, sticks and even basting syringes as paint applicators. Pollock's 
technique of pouring and dripping paint is thought to be one of the origins of the term 
‘action painting’. With this technique, Pollock was able to achieve a more immediate 
means of creating art, the paint now literally flowing from his chosen tool onto the 
canvas.  
 
In 1956 Time magazine dubbed Pollock "Jack the Dripper" as a result of his unique 
painting style. He was the subject of a biographical film entitled Pollack in 2000.  His 
work is on display in Tate Modern. 
 
 
THEO van RYSSELBERGHE Belgian Neo-Impressionist painter 
(1862 – 1926)     150th anniversary of his birth 
 
He was a Belgian Neo-Impressionist painter, who played an important role in the 
European art scene at the turn of the century and was one of the prominent co-founders 
of the Belgian artistic circle Les XX . This was a circle of young radical artists, who 
rebelled against the outmoded academism of that time and the prevailing artistic 
standards.  
 
He discovered the pointillist technique when he saw Georges Seurat's La Grande Jatte 
at the impressionist exhibition in Paris in 1886. With others he ‘imported’ this style to 
Belgium. He abandoned realism and became an adept of pointillism. His famous portrait 
of Alice Sèthe (1888) in blue and gold would become a turning point in his life as he 
used only points to create the portrait.  In that period he made many Neo-Impressionistic 
portraits, such as the portrait of his wife Maria and their daughter Elisabeth.   After 1903, 
his pointillist technique, which he had used for so many years, became more relaxed 
and after 1910 he abandoned it completely. His strokes had become longer and he used 
more often vivid colours and more intense contrasts, or softened hues.  
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At the end of his life, he also turned to portrait sculpture, such as the Head of André 
Gide.  He died in Saint-Clair on 14 December 1926 and was buried in the cemetery of 
Lavandou. 
 
 
JAN van SCOREL  Painter to the Vatican and Keeper of the 
    Belvedere 
(1495 – 1562)   450th anniversary of his death 
 
He was an influential Dutch painter credited with the introduction of High Italian 
Renaissance art to the Netherlands. He travelled through Europe, visiting  Nuremberg, 
Austria and Rome and Venice, making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  Jerusalem is 
depicted in many of his later works.  In 1521, he was appointed painter to the Vatican 
and succeeded Raphael as Keeper of the Belvedere. 
 
Van Scorel was a very educated man and skilled as an engineer and an architect, as 
well as an artist. He was also multi-lingual, no doubt as a result of his travels. 
Considered to be the leading Netherlandish Romanist, van Scorel moved back to Ghent 
for painting contracts. 
 
 
TONY SMITH  American sculptor and art theorist 
(1912 – 1980)   100th anniversary of his birth 
 
An American sculptor, visual artist, and a noted theorist on art. He first trained as an 
architect and in 1939 began working for Frank Lloyd Wright.  He did not begin sculpting 
until 1956 and his first exhibitions were in 1964.  He is primarily known for his influential 
minimalist sculpture.  During the 1940s and 1950s Smith became close friends with 
Barnett Newman, Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko and his sculpture shows their abstract 
influence. 
 
[N.B. Jackson Plloack also celebrates an anniversary in 2012] 
 
 
KEITH VAUGHAN  British painter  
(1912 – 1977) 100th anniversary of his birth 
 
A British painter, he worked in an advertising agency until the Second World War when, 
as a conscientious objector, he joined the St John Ambulance, being conscripted into 
the Non-Combatant Corps in 1941. 
 
Vaughan was self-taught as an artist. His first exhibitions took place during the war. He 
was stationed at Ashton Gifford, Wiltshire and paintings from this time include The Wall 
at Ashton Gifford, now owned by the Manchester Art Gallery. 
 
Also during the war, Vaughan formed friendships with the painters Graham Sutherland 
and John Minton, with whom in 1946 he shared premises. Through these contacts he 
formed part of the Neo-Romantic circle of the immediate post-war period.  However, 
Vaughan rapidly developed an idiosyncratic style, concentrating on studies of male 
figures, his works became increasingly more abstract with time. 
 
Vaughan worked as an art teacher at the Camberwell College of Arts, the Central 
School of Art and later at the Slade School.  Vaughan is also known for his journals, 
selections from which were published. 
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OTHER ARTISTS WITH ANNIVERSARIES IN 2012 
 
Michel Colombe  (1430 – 1512) French Sculptor 
 
Robert Colquhoun  (1914 – 1962) Scottish painter, printmaker and  
    theatre set designer 
 
Prospero Fontana   (1512 – 1597) Italian Renaissance painter 
 
Jan van der Heyden  (1637 – 1712) Dutch Baroque painter 
 
Franz Kline    (1910 – 1962) American Abstract Expressionist 
 
André Lhote   (1885 – 1962) French Cubist painter 
 
Morris Louis   (1912 – 1962) American Abstract Expressionist 
 
Agnes Martin    (1912 - ) Canadian American Minimalist painter 
 
Pierre Mignard  (1612 – 1695) French painter 
 
Pier Francesco Mola (1612 – 1666) Italian Baroque painter 
 
Adam van Noort  (1562 – 1641) Flemish painter and Draughtsman 
 
Bernardino Poccetti  (1548 – 1612)  Italian Mannerist painter and  
    printmaker 
 
Frans Post   (1612 – 1680)  Dutch baroque painter 
 
Girolamo Romanino  (1484/7 – 1562) Italian High Renaissance Painter 
 
Louis François Roubiliac (1702/5 – 1762)  French-born English Rococo Era 
Sculptor 
 
Théodore Rousseau (1812 – 1867)   French Barbizon School Painter 
 
David Ryckaert III  (1612 – 1661)   Flemish painter 
 
Wilhelm von Schadow (1788 – 1862)  German Romantic Painter 
 
Gottlieb Schick  (1776 – 1812) German Painter 
 
Nicolas Schoffer  (1912 – 1992) Hungarian architect, sculptor, father of 
    cybernetic art 
 
Harmen Steenwijck  (1612 – 1664) Dutch Baroque Painter 
 
George Sugerman  (1912 - 1999) American sculptor, and painter 
 
Pietro Testa   (1612 – 1650) Italian High Baroque printmaker and 
    draftsman 
 
Paul Troger   (1698 – 1762) Austrian Painter 
 
Maerten van Valckenborch (1533 – 1612) Flemish Northern Renaissance Painter 
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A (SHORT) HISTORY OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
 
According to legend, the ancient Olympic Games were founded by Heracles, a 
son of Zeus.  Yet the first Olympic Games for which we have records were held 
in 776 BC, though it is generally believed that the Games had been going on for 
many years before that date.  At the 776 BC Olympic Games, a naked runner, 
Coroebus, won the sole event - a run of approximately 192 metres (210 yards), 
making him the first Olympic champion in history. The ancient Olympic Games 
grew and continued to be played every four years for nearly 1,200 years but in 
393 AD the Roman emperor Theodosius I, a Christian, abolished the Games 
because of their pagan influences.  
 
Approximately 1,500 years later, a young French aristocrat named Pierre de 
Coubertin began their revival. De Coubertin's attempts to get France interested 
in sports were not met with enthusiasm but he persisted.  In 1890, he organized 
and founded a sports organisation, Union des Sociétés Francaises de Sports 
Athlétiques (USFSA) and two years later, de Coubertin pitched his idea to revive 
the Olympic Games. At a meeting of the Union in Paris on November 25, 1892, 
de Coubertin stated: 
 
“Let us export our oarsmen, our runners, our fencers into other lands. That is the 
true Free Trade of the future; and the day it is introduced into Europe the cause 
of Peace will have received a new and strong ally. It inspires me to touch upon 
another step I now propose and in it I shall ask that the help you have given me 
hitherto you will extend again, so that together we may attempt to realise, upon a 
basis suitable to the conditions of our modern life, the splendid and beneficent 
task of reviving the Olympic Games.”  
 
It was not until two years when de Coubertin organized a meeting with 79 
delegates representing nine countries that interest was aroused.  The delegates 
at the conference voted unanimously for the reinstatement of the Olympic 
Games. The delegates also decided to set up an international committee to 
organize the Games and, fittingly, Athens was chosen for the revival of the 
Olympic Games.  The very first modern Olympic Games opened in the first week 
of April 1896. 
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2013 
 
 
Joseph Blackburn                       Painter 
(1700-1763)                                  250th Anniversary of his death 
 
English portrait painter, worked in Bermuda and Colonial America, painting important 
early American families. Joseph Singleton Copley was his pupil.  Work now mainly in 
private collections or in Boston. 
 
 
Reginald Cotterell Butler            Sculptor 
(1913-1981)                                  100th Anniversary of his birth 
 
He was an English sculptor, but also a conscientious objector who won the Unknown 
Political Prisoner award in 1953 and started teaching at the Slade. Known for the 
strenuous quality of line of his sculptures.  Works can be seen in MOMA, New York, and 
Tate, Liverpool.  
 
 
Lodovico il Cigoli                         Painter 
(1559-1613)                                   400th anniversary of his death  
 
Florentine painter and architect, who was made a Knight of Malta. Works can be seen in 
the Uffizi 
 
 
Ferdinand Victor Eugene Delacroix      Painter 
(1798 – 1863)     150th anniversary of his death 
 
It was rumored that Delacroix’s father was Charles Maurice de Tallyrand, the French 
diplomat, to whom he bore a strong resemblance.  Tallyrand always supported 
Delacroix’s career and work which only increased suspicions.  Delacroix was regarded 
as the leader of the French Romantic School.  His use of expressive brushstrokes and 
colour profoundly shaped the work of the Impressionists and his passion for the exotic 
inspired the Symbolist movement. Also a talented lithographer, he illustrated various 
works of William Shakespeare, Sir Walter Scott and Goethe. 
 
Delacroix's most influential work was Liberty Leading the People (1830) - an iconic 
image of armed Parisians marching forward under the banner of the tricolor.  The 
French government bought the painting but it was deemed too inflammatory and so was 
removed from public view. Nonetheless, Delacroix received many other government 
commissions for murals and ceiling paintings. Following the 1848 revolution, Liberty 
Leading the People was finally put on display by Napoleon III. Today, it can be seen in 
the Louvre. 
 
 
Gerard Dou                                             Painter 
(sometimes Gerrit & Dow / Douw )     
(1613-1675)     400th anniversary of his birth 
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A painter in the Dutch Golden Age, he was Rembrandt’s first pupil and specialised in 
Trompe L’oeil and genre scenes.  His work can be seen in galleries worldwide including 
the National Gallery, Wallace Collection, the Royal Collection in London, the Louvre, 
Manchester Art Gallery, the Fitzwilliam in Cambridge and the Rijksmuseum.  Dulwich 
Picture Gallery held a retrospective of his work in 1998. 
 
 
Augustus Leopold Egg               Painter 
1816-1863 150th anniversary of his death 
 
Educated in the Royal Academy schools, Egg was a member of The Clique, a sketching 
club, with his fellow schoolmates, Richard Dadd, William Powell Frith and John Phillip. 
Later, Egg sought to combine popularity with moral and social activism, in line with the 
works of his friend Charles Dickens.  He is best known for his modern triptych Past and 
Present (1858), which depicts the break up of a middle-class Victorian family and is a 
comment on morality. 
 
 
Tracy Emin                                             Young British Artist 
(3rd July 1963)                                          50th birthday 
 
 
Tracey Emin RA  is an English artist of dual Turkish Cypriot and English heritage, one of 
the group known as Young British Artists (YBA).  Her art has many different forms of 
expression including needlework and sculpture, drawing, video and installation, 
photography and painting.  It is mainly autobiographical, exposing the kind of things 
about herself that most people would be too ashamed to reveal.  Her confessional 
subjects include abortions, rape, self-neglect and promiscuity.  She cites Munch and 
Schiele as influences. 
 
In 1997, Emin’s work Everyone I Have Ever Slept With 1963–1995, a tent appliquéd with 
names, was shown at Charles Saatchi's Sensation exhibition. It was widely believed that 
this piece was a shameless exhibition of her sexual conquests however this is a 
misinterpretation - the work is about intimacy in a more general sense and the stitched 
names included relatives she slept with as a child, including her twin brother, and later in 
her life. The needlework which is integral to this work was used by Emin in a number of 
her other pieces. In 2004, her tent artwork was destroyed by fire in Saatchi's east 
London warehouse.  
 
In 1999, Emin was a Turner Prize nominee and exhibited My Bed — an installation, 
consisting of her own unmade dirty bed.  The bed was presented as it had been when 
she had stayed in it for several days feeling suicidal because of relationship difficulties. 
 
In March 2007, Emin was appointed a Royal Academician and she represented Britain 
at that year’s Venice Biennale. Her first major retrospective 20 Years was held in 
Edinburgh 2008, and toured Europe in 2009. 
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Emilio Greco                         Italian Sculptor 
(1913 – 1995)   100th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born in Sicily, Greco was the sculptor of female nudes and portrait busts. He had his 
first one-man exhibition in Rome at the Galleria Il Cortile in 1946. Greco also worked as 
Professor of Sculpture at the Licevo Artistico in Rome and taught at academies in 
Monaco and Salzburg.  In 1956, Greco won the sculpture prize at the Venice Biennale. 
He created important monumental works that include the bronze doors for the Orvieto 
Cathedral and a monument to Pope John XXIII for St. Peter's in the Vatican. 
 
Greco's works are part of the permanent collections of many principal museums of the 
world including: the National Gallery of Modern Art, Rome; the Plein Air Museum of 
Sculpture, Paris; the International Gallery of Contemporary Art, Venice; Neue 
Pinanothek, Monaco, and the National Gallery of Victoria, Australia. 
 
 
Philip Guston    American painter 
(1913 – 1980)    100th anniversary of his birth 
 
Guston was a notable painter and printmaker in the New York School, which included 
many of the Abstract Expressionists such as Jackson Pollock and Willem De Kooning. 
In the late 1960s Guston helped to lead a transition from Abstract expressionism to Neo-
expressionism in painting, abandoning the so-called “pure abstraction” of abstract 
expressionism in favor of more cartoonish renderings of various personal symbols and 
objects. 
 
 
George Morland                             English painter 
(1763 – 1804)    250th anniversary of his birth 
 
Moorland came from a family of artist.  He had a precocious talent but led a wild and 
adventurous life which ended in ruin. Morland's wife was a beautiful and virtuous 
woman, and throughout the whole of her husband's profligate career was deeply 
attached to him. It was at this time that he painted the six pictures known as the Laetitia 
series, and, just before his marriage, four other didactic works, The Idle and the 
Industrious Mechanic and The Idle Laundress and the Industrious Cottager.  
Some of his work can be seen at the Tate, London. 
 
Reuben Moulthrop                         American  Painter 
(1763 - 1814)                                   250th anniversary of his birth 
 
As proprietor of a waxworks museum and travelling waxworks exhibition, Moulthrop was 
interested in modelling in wax in his early years. His earliest painted portraits seem to 
date from about 1788, when he completed Mr and Mrs Samuel Hathaway. The quality of 
Moulthrop's paintings was extremely uneven; many of the best of the surviving body of 
about 50 works date from around 1800. The Rev. Thomas Robbins (on show at the 
Connecticut Historical Society in Hartford, USA), which depicts the sitter's direct gaze 
and contains more detail than the earlier portraits, shows the artist at his most 
accomplished.  
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William Mulready   Painter 
(1786 - 1863)                                 150th anniversary of his death  
 
An Irish born painter, Mulready began as a drawing master and children’s book 
illustrator.  He illustrated Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare in 1807.  John Ruskin 
responded to his meticulous way of working, but found The Younger Brother “the least 
interesting piece of good painting I have ever seen”!  His works can be seen in the V&A 
and Tate Britain. 
 
 
Edvard Munch     Norweigan Painter 
(1863 - 1944)    150th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born on a farm in Norway Munch is the most well known of all Norwegian artists.  He 
was a Symbolist and Pre –Expressionist and was influenced by van Gogh, Toulouse 
Lautrec and Gauguin.  His paintings tended to be on a theme of mental illness, from 
which many of his family suffered. His subjects up to 1908 were drawn directly from 
personal experiences; sickness, death, lust and jealousy, fear of life. In 1908 Munch 
suffered a breakdown and after treatment his art was more out-going and could find a 
public role.  His The Frieze of Life, which features on the Norwegian 1,000 krone note, 
was denounced as degenerate by the occupying Nazis.   
 
Edvard Munch created several versions of The Scream (his most famous work, and part 
of The Frieze of Life) in various media. The Munch Museum holds one of two painted 
versions and one pastel. The National Gallery of Norway holds the other painted 
version. Another pastel version is reportedly owned by a Norwegian billionaire. All 
versions of The Scream have been the target of several high-profile art thefts. In 1994, 
the version in the National Gallery was stolen but was recovered several months later.  
In 2004, The Scream and Madonna were stolen from the Munch Museum. Both 
paintings were recovered in 2006. They had sustained some damage and went back on 
display in May 2008, after undergoing restoration.   
 
Munch’s paintings can be seen in Oslo and Bergen and also in Berne, Geneva, Munich, 
Helsinki, Prague and The Fitzwilliam in Cambridge.  The Royal Academy, London held 
an exhibition of his work in 2005. 
 
Founding of the Omega Workshop      100th anniversary 
(1913 - 1919) 
 
A short lived concern founded by Roger Fry and other members of the Bloomsbury 
Group, such as Vanessa Bell, Duncan Grant, Wyndham Lewis, Winifred Gill, Dora 
Carrington and Nina Hammett.  It was based at 33 Fitzroy Square, now a foot hospital. 
The Workshop’s aims were to improve the standard of decorative design in England and 
to encourage the work of artists such as Duncan Grant. Charleston, the country home of 
the Bloomsbury Group in East Sussex, is almost entirely in the Omega style. 
 
The Workshop produced furniture, murals, mosaics, stained glass and textiles.  Many of 
the designs, all stamped with an Omega sign, were imitated and mass-reproduced.  
Although some pieces are robust, much of the furniture has been described as ricketty 
and of interest only for its gaily painted decorations.  The original items remain highly 
collectable. 
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A retrospective exhibition was held at the Courtauld in 2009. 
 
 
Lucien Pissarro    French Painter 
(1863-1944)     150th anniversary of his birth 
 
Born in 1863 in Paris, Lucien was eldest son of the French impressionist painter Camille 
Pissarro. In 1890, he moved to London and married Esther Benusan in 1892.  
Lucien started his career as a landscape designer. In 1892 he became a member of the 
Camden Town Painters, forging an important link between the French Impressionists 
and early 20th century British painters. He founded the Eragny Press in England in 
1894. At this time he abandoned pointillism and concentrated on engraving, but he 
returned to landscape painting from time to time. Throughout his career he played a part 
in the 8th Impressionist exhibition, where he entered 10 paintings and graphic work, was 
one of the first to participate in the Neo-Impressionist movement and became one of the 
most accomplished artists in history. Lucien died in London in 1944. 
 
 
Allan Ramsay    Scottish portrait painter 
(1713 – 84)     300th anniversary of his birth 
 
Ramsay was born in Edinburgh and studied in London, Rome and Naples. 
His first wife died in childbirth, after which he married Margaret Lindsay, one of his 
drawing pupils; they had a long and happy marriage. He painted many contemporary 
Scottish noblemen but excelled in painting portraits of women, with remarkable fabrics 
and faces. In 1761 he was appointed as Principle Painter in Ordinary to George III. His 
successor was Reynolds. 
 
Ramsay gave up painting in about 1770 to concentrate on literary pursuits, his health 
shattered by an accident to his right arm and his second wife's death in 1782.  Much of 
his work can be seen in the Scottish National Galleries 
 
 
Paul Serusier    French Painter 
(1863 - 1927)     150th anniversary of his birth 
 
A pioneer of abstract art and a member of a group called Les Noblis which included    
Bonnard  and Vuillard, Serusier’s most important work was The Talisman painted under 
the gaze of Gauguin. This is in the collections of the Musee D’Orsay, Paris.  Other works 
can be seen at galleries in Boston, Chicago, Washington, Ottawa and at the Ashmolean, 
Oxford. 
 
 
Amrita Sher-Gil     Indian Painter 
(1913 -1941)     100th anniversary of her birth 
 
Eminent Indian painter, sometimes known as India's Frida Kahlo, and today considered 
an important women painter of 20th century India, whose legacy stands on a par with 
that of the Masters of Bengal Renaissance.  She is also the 'most expensive' woman 
painter of India. Today, she is amongst Nine Masters, whose work was declared as art 
treasures by The Archaeological Survey of India, in 1976 and 1979.  Over 100 of her 
paintings are now displayed at National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi. 
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Paul Signac    French painter 
(1863 – 1935)    150th anniversary of his birth 
 
A French neo-impressionist painter who, working with Georges Seurat, helped to 
develop the pointillist style, Signac followed a course of training in architecture before 
deciding at the age of 18 to pursue a career as a painter.  Under Seurat’s influence he 
abandoned the short brushstrokes of impressionism to experiment with scientifically 
juxtaposed small dots of pure colour, intended to combine and blend not on the canvas 
but in the viewer's eye, the defining feature of pointillism. 
 
Many of Signac's paintings are of the French coast. He loved to paint the sea and left 
Paris each summer to stay in the south of France. He sailed a small boat to almost all 
the ports of France, to Holland, and around the Mediterranean.  From his various ports 
of call, Signac brought back vibrant, colourful watercolours, sketched rapidly from 
nature. From these sketches, he then painted large studio canvases that are carefully 
worked out in small, mosaic-like squares of colour, quite different from the tiny, 
variegated dots previously used by the pointillists. 
 
Signac experimented with various media. As well as oil and watercolour paintings, he 
made etchings, lithographs, and many pen-and-ink sketches. The neo-impressionists 
influenced the next generation: Signac inspired Matisse and Derain and thus played a 
decisive role in the evolution of Fauvism.  Indeed, Signac encouraged younger artists by 
exhibiting the controversial works of the Fauves and the Cubists, and he was the first to 
buy a painting by Matisse. 
 
Franz von Stuck   German artist 
(1863 – 1928)    150th anniversary of his birth 
 
Von Stuck was a German Symbolist, an Art Nouveau painter, a sculptor, an engraver, 
and an architect.  Born in Bavaria he studied and settled in Munich. In 1892, Stuck co-
founded the Munich Secession, and made his first sculpture, Athlete. The following year 
he won further acclaim with his most famous work, The Sin.  His students include Paul 
Klee, Hans Purrmann, Wassily Kandinsky, and Josef Albers. Franz von Stuck died in 
1928. 
 
 
Henry von de Velde   Belgian Architect 
(1863  – 1957)    150th anniversary of his birth 
 
A Belgian painter and designer, von de Velde was one of the pioneers of Belgian Neo-
Impressionist painting and Art Nouveau graphics and design.  He founded the School of 
Decorative Arts in Weimar which was a forerunner of the highly influential Bauhaus. Von 
de Velde also became known as an architect, and in 1926 was appointed Professor of 
architectural history in Ghent. But he is mainly known for his furniture and interior 
designs; the logo of the Belgian railways; posters for foodstuffs, packaging and 
advertising.  
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Jacques Villon    Pseudonym of Gaston Duchamp 
(1857 – 1963)    150th anniversary of his death  
 
Gaston Duchamp (his original name) was the older brother of Marcel Duchamp.  An 
artist, he was a founder member of the Salon d’Automne, and was influenced by 
Cubism. During the 1920’s he produced graphic work for a living.  After 1945 his work 
became abstract and this was his most successful period during which he received 
many honours and held many exhibitions.  
 
 
Rachel Whiteread   British Artist 
Born 1963      50th birthday 
 
Born on 20th April 1963, Rachel Whiteread CBE was the first woman to win the Turner 
Prize.  She is best known for her sculptures, which typically take the form of casts.  They 
are usually casts of the spaces between objects rather than the object itself. 
 
Whiteread trained in painting at The Faculty of Arts and Architecture, Brighton 
Polytechnic, was briefly at the Cyprus College of Art.  She later studied sculpture at 
London's Slade School of Art.  For a time she worked in Highgate Cemetery fixing lids 
back onto time-damaged coffins. Her mother, Pat Whiteread, who died in 2003 at 72, 
was also an artist.  
 
Rachel Whiteread began to exhibit in 1987, and her first solo exhibition was just a year 
later, in 1988.  Alongside Emin, she exhibited at the Royal Academy's Sensation 
exhibition in 1997.  
 
Many of her works are casts of ordinary domestic objects and spaces.  She says the 
casts carry "the residue of years and years of use". She mainly focuses on the line and 
the form for her pieces.  She is known for Ghost (1990), a large plaster cast of the inside 
of a room in a Victorian house, and for her resin sculpture for the empty plinth in 
London's Trafalgar Square.  Unlike many other Young British Artists who often seem to 
welcome controversy, she has often said how uncomfortable she feels about it.  
 
Her works include: 
 
Ghost (1990) 
This was the first of Whiteread’s works to cast an entire living space and the first to bring 
her to the attention of the public and critics. Like her earlier works, it shows signs of a 
place having been lived in, with patches of wallpaper and specks of colour from paint 
discernible on the walls. It is a cast of an entire room, and this motif was expanded in 
1993 with House.  
 
House (1993) 
House, perhaps her best known work, was a concrete cast of the inside of an entire 
Victorian terraced house.  It was exhibited at the location of the original house - 193 
Grove Road in Bow, East London (all the houses in the street had earlier been knocked 
down by the council). It drew mixed responses, but won her the Turner Prize for best 
young British artist in 1993.  Tower Hamlets London Borough Council demolished 
House on 11 January 1994, a decision which caused much controversy. 
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Water Tower (1998) 
In 1998, Whiteread made Water Tower with part of a grant from New York City's Public 
Art Fund.  The piece was a translucent resin cast of a water tower installed on a rooftop 
in New York City's SoHo district.  
 
Holocaust Monument a.k.a. Nameless Library (2000) 
This is located in the centre of the Judenplatz in Vienna.  It was commissioned by the 
Austrian authorities to create a work in remembrance of Austrian Jews killed during the 
Holocaust.  Due to political sensitivities and bureaucracy the work, from commission to 
unveiling, took five years to complete.  It is in cast concrete, with the walls made up of 
rows of books, with the pages, rather than the spines, turned outward. On one of the 
walls is the negative cast of double-doors. 
 
Embankment (2005-2006) 
Whiteread was commissioned to produce a piece for Tate Modern's vast Turbine Hall, a 
work to fill the space.  It consisted of some 14,000 translucent, white polyethylene boxes 
(themselves casts of the inside of cardboard boxes) stacked in various ways; some in 
very tall mountain-like peaks and others in lower, rectangular, more leveled 
arrangements. They were fixed in position with adhesive. The boxes were manufactured 
from casts of ten distinct cardboard boxes by a company that produces grit bins and 
traffic bollards.  
 
 

 

OTHER ARTISTS WITH ANNIVERSARIES IN 2013 
 
William Baziotes (1912 –1963)  American painter influenced by Surrealism and a 
contributor to Abstract Expressionism 
 
William Von Moll Berczy (1744-1813) Canadian painter and architect of German birth 
 
Marco Boschini (1613-1678) Italian painter and engraver of the early-Baroque period in 
Venice 
 
Felice Casorati (1883-1963) Italian painter, primarily of figure compositions, portraits 
and still life, often distinguished by unusual perspective effects 
 
Denis Diderot (1713 – 1784) French philosopher, art critic and writer 
 
Frank Dobson (1886-1963) Sculptor, draughtsman and painter in oil and watercolour. 
Born in London 
 
Anton Graff (1736 – 1813) Swiss portrait artist 
 
Valentine Green (1739 –1813) British engraver 
 
Robert MacBryde (1913 – 1966) Scottish still-life, figure painter and theatre set 
designer 
 
Piero Manzoni (1933-1963) Italian artist best known for his ironic conceptual art 
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Meret Oppenheim (1913 - 1985) German-born Swiss, Surrealist artist and 
photographer. She was associated with the Dada movement because of her circle of 
friends.  Her best known piece is Object (Le Dejeuner en fourrure) (1936). The sculpture 
consists of a teacup, saucer and spoon that the artist covered with fur from a Chinese 
gazelle. It is displayed at the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
 
Jose Guadalupe Posada (1851-1913) Mexican graphic artist 
 
Mattia Preti (1613-1699) Italian Baroque artist who worked in Italy and Malta 
 
Katherine Linn Sage (1898-1963), usually known as Kay Sage, was an American 
Surrealist artist and poet 
 
Francesco Salviati (1510-1563) Italian Mannerist Painter 
 
Schiavone (1510-1563) Venetian etcher 
 
Lord Shaftesbury (Anthony Ashley Cooper, 3rd Earl of Shaftesbury) (1671-1713) 
Philosopher.  Exerted enormous influence throughout the 18th and 19th centuries on 
British and European discussions of morality, aesthetics, and religion 
 
Diego Siloe (1490-1563) Spanish Renaissance architect and sculptor. He developed 
the majority of his work in Andalucia 
 
 
Other artists and events 
1763   Canaletto elected to the Venetian Academy  
1863    Manet’s The Luncheon on the Grass (Le déjeuner sur l'herbe) was rejected by 
the Paris Salon but he exhibited it at the Salon des Refusés.  Olympia also painted in 
1863. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


